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New York Theatre Diary 


Escapade-48th St. Theatre 11/18/53. Alfred de Liagre presents British ster Ur- 
sula Jeans in Roger MacDougall's play about a father who is a pacifist and his Ssons. 
Brian Aher has taken over the role of Jeans’ hus'i2nd,which had been portrayed by 
Roger Livesey. Melville Cooper, Rex Thempson, ij: «=, Maude and Roddy MoDowell are 
featured. Show is still running in London...Sp2: Theatre nepertory~ Broadhurst- 
11/19/53. Doningo Bianco and J G Del Pozo preseut Alejcadro Ullea and Francisca Fer~ 
randiz heading a company which will present 10 plays in Spanish. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Sabrina Fair- National 11/11/53 Well acted,superbly produced, delightful light 
comedy 1s how the majority of the NY daily oritics rated the new Samuel Taylor com- 
edy with Margaret Sullevan and Joseph Cotton. Kerr, Herald Tribune, was sole diss- 
enter, billing it as a play that ought to have been written by Phillip Barry 2 years 
ago, and frequently was. Script lacks the sort of moonstruck magic,he fears,whioh 
will make the whole thing tolerable, VWatts,Post, and McClain, Journal American, felt 
fine acting of leads,plus John Cromwell, Luella Gear and others did more to make - 
evening entertaining and worthwhile than a fair scripte "Pro" majority headed by 
Atkinson,Times,who found it an unpretentious comedy with genuine quality in the writ- 
ing and acting,winning its audience with taste and goed humor about agreeable peoples 
Pleasant is the word Chapman,News,would like to see quoted from his review. Coleman, 
Mirror,hopes that author will continue to explore the amusing vein of high comedy. 


Cyrano de Bergerac-City Center 11/11/53-11/22/58. Jose Ferrer received perscnxI 
raves for his portrayal in the first of four limited run productions. Only Dash,Womn- 
en's Wear,was disappointed. He blamed production for being earthbound,prosaic and ped 
estrian. Compared to Ferrer's 1946 revival this is leme and halting. But the rest of 
the oritics cheered Ferrer, the production and the large company. Kerr, Herald Trib- 
une,accepted it as a stock company presentation, a workhorse job which just outlines 
the familiar story clearly and suggests now and then the full rocco flavor, Sets 
by Richard Whorf also came in for unanimous praise. After agreeing that Brian Hooker 
version of the Rostand classic presented Theatre with the capital T, the critics 
raved over Ferrer's personal performance, and 4riene Jahl's beauty. Watts,Post, bills 
Ferrer as currently just about the most accomplished of smerican actors, Chapman, News, 
settles by listing Ferrer as the best Cyrano of our time. Coleman Mirror, loved show, 
but hoted that Walter Hampden's delivery was better. 


American Gothio- Circle in Square- 11/10/53 Split reviews from 6 NY daily re- 
viewers greeted the first oe soript presented at the Greenwich Village theatre, 
Times, Journal American, and “agle critics okayed Victor Wolfson's play which he 
adapted from his novel "The Lonely Steeple.” Atkinson,Times,rated it a sensitive 
and imaginative theatre work,compact,detached and overwelming in the first act. Mc- 
Clain, Journal American,praised it as an adult and laudable effort. Sheaffer,Eagle, 
thought it worthwhile seeing for Clarice Blackburn's acting, though the story seems 
often contrived, Herald Tribune, Post and World Telegram & Sun aisle-sitters vetoed 
production because of Wolfson's scrint,which they considered watered down O'Neill, 
Kerr,Herald Tribune, believes the author may have let his language suit his New Eng 
land characters too wellmaking it dry,cautious,withdrawn, While Hawkins, WI&éS,blames 
fact that main character is simply wninteresting. Jose Quintero directed, 


, 


Village Theatre 


Michael and His Lost ange. by Henry 
Arthur Jones opens @ o Nov 16 pre- 
sented by Showcase Theatre, Walter Markey 
director...Odets' The Country Girl plays 
week-ends at Bleecker St. Theatre, 

hdd 2 con notices for Have You Heard 
This One, being presented at cherry Lane. 
Shanléy,Times, and Greenberg, Show Bus- 
iness, found little to praise in either 


the writing of the Paul Leslie script or 
in the acting. 


Next tenant at Theatre de Lys will be 
Leslie Stevens’ Bullfight due Jan 12. 


Off Broadway ' 


Students and teachers are offered re- 
duced admissions to Othello production 
week-ends at Jan Hus House, 351 E 
Equity Library presents Shadow and Sub 


stance Nov 18-22, Heavenly pxpress 16 
due Dec 2-6, 


"Turnabout Theatre" eastern debut at 
Brooklyn Academy seemed to Jess,Variety, 
to have a forced quality that makes for 
an overall: tiring program. Antics bor- 
der on the amateur at time Puppet part 
of progran shows up best. Group has been 
playing for 12 years in its own west 
coast playhouse, 


Vaudeville 


New Palace vaude show headlines CyReeves 


with Gaudsmith Bros, Elaine Browning,Est- 
rellita and Raul, Yokoi Troupe. Quinn, 
Mirror, was impressed with acrobat acts, 
New shows stert on Wed. 


"Lights Up" revue at Radio City Music 
‘Hall okayed by trade reviewers. Land, 
Variety, praised singers and actors for 
delivering their lines clearly in the 
large halle Juggler Rudy Cardenas won 
top pheerse 


Pheacre Recerd Comments ' 


“fhe Importance of Being Earnest™ 
dise with Maurice Evans(Theatre Master~ 
wrks) highly rated by Kupferberg, Her- 
ald Tribune,as the best of the current 
crop of theatre records. While same 
record company's"An Evening With Will- 
iem Shakespeare” was found to be very 
uneven in its presentation. 


"Show Time" series of RCA Victor 
rated very uneven by Rolontz,Bill- 
board. Reason is due to difference in 
vocal ability of the singers. Many 
legit singers perform badly on records. 


Theatre Book Comments ' 


“Theatre* 53" (Random House). and 


"Best Plays of 1952-65"(Dodd Mead) 


were exemined and compared by Burr, 
Playbill, The synopsis in the former 
are twice the length of the latter. 
While the type of the latter is fam- 
iliar and more pleasant. Both vol- 
umes lack an index of actors, 


"Theatre in the Fifties" by G J Nat- 
han Knopf) enjoyed by Nichols,Times. 
Critic was pleasently surprised to find 
that Nathan's enthusiasm for theatre is 
as high as ever, 


* CD Services ' 


THEATRE NEWSLETTER- weekly digests NYC 
theatre news, reviews, comments, Drama 
books,records. Critical reports, ticket 
reports. Ideal gift 52 weeks a year for 
every fan, student, etc. 
¥10 year, $12.50 foreign, $25 for 3 
yrs includes free Merman-Martin LP disce 


REVIEW REPORTS~Analysis of NYC daily, 
weekly reviews. Theatre, films,LP record. 


$1 per back title. Send check,money or~ 
der. 


BROADWAY IN BRIEF-a week end syndicated 
NYC theatre column, Summary of Broadway 
manure news of local people in NYC. 
TUNE IN YINBC 7 30 AM Ben Grauer 
summaries of reviews prepared by 
* "CD" day after openings. 


Green Room Department 


DYLAN THOMAS OBITS...Welsh poet who died in NY at age of 39 stands with Keats ana 
Marlowe as an excellent,but poignantly half filled promise, notes Times edit- 
orial. Herald Tribune added that there is little doubt he was among the great 
poets of our generation. His lyrical and romantic approach,shot through with 
the imagery andy mystery of his native Wales,was doubly welcome in an age 
too familiar with ideological literature and the poetry of protest. Thomas 
was here to read his "Under Milkwood" dramatic play at the YHA. 


PLAYWRIGHTS AT WORK...Theatre has finally discovered where to look for new play- 
wrights,states Sylvester News. TV is the answer with Howard Teichmann, Horton 
Foote and George Axelrod as the examples.e.Winchell wonders how the delicate 
theme of Tea and Sympathy will be transformed in the film..«Late Love, A Girl 


Can Tell, an ntly Does It picked by Kerr,Herald Tribune as bad examples of 
modern playwrighting. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS, eeIf Trip to Bountiful had oniy opened the night following Kind Sir 
Watts,Post, feels sure wou ave received a rousing receptione.eRocker- 
fellers should present the Center Theatre to the city instead of tearing it 
down, urges Walker,News,..If it is neuroticism that makes actors great, asks 


M. Zolotow,Theatre Arts, what will happen to actors if their respective psy- 
cho-analysts oure them??? 


COLWIN TiPsseNo Visible Means is a new play written by McClain, Journal American, 
and Thomas Phillips..sShow-Boat may be Jones Beach production next summer, hears 
WalkereseReiko fako, dancing comedienne in Kismit, will storm the town,prédicts 


Kilgallen...Zion Kosher Meat Products will supply plays with on-stage meat, 
reveals Kaselow, Herald Trtbunes 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESeeeArena theatre provides a most creative experience, Victor Wolf- 
son,Americen Gothic author,told Rice,Post. In it all the bounds you have always 
known are broken, giving your work new dimensions,..Judith Anderson hopes to 
play Hamlet some day, Morehouse, World Telegram & Sun discovered, She has al- 
ways liked the play and would want to make the production as simple as possible. 
Currently she is rehearsing in In The Summer House due in NY Deo 14, 


Broadway TV Theatre ' 


DARK VICTORY will be presented on WOR TV 
Broadway TV Theatre 7 30 FM Nov 16-20 with 
Sylvia Sydney. Original production opened 
at Plymouth Theatre Nov 9,1954,. Critics 
didn't think very much of the George Bren- 
ner, Jr & Bertram Block script about a wo- 
mm with 6 months to live. But they did 
welcome Tallulah Bankhead back to Broadway 


after'a 2 yea: stay in London, Atkinson, 
Times,stated the plot killed the play, 

but that Bankhead played with intuitive 
stage intelligence, Critics agreed play 
was ~<ccely a vehicle for star. Gabriel, 
smorisan,panned it for being over sent~- 
imentalized and grisly, Hamnond, Herald 
Tribune,rated it as "Strange Interlude 

which didn't come off, 


Pros & Cons by 


Reviewers should think twice before fil+ they discourage theatre review readers 
ing mild pro notices stating "I liked it, from buying ducats, Though many refuse 
but you’ probebly will not.” Such'noticeg to admit it, the role of critic does 
may state the critic's view fairly, but include certain advertising technques. 


4 hits on Broadway by Rodgers and Hammerstein. This is more than a possibility, 
- because the producers this woek cnnounced the >.) «ction for “early 1955" of a new 
musical based on a sequel to John Steinbect! a “o-s.-+y Row.” Musical which will star 
Henry Fonda, will. be the seventh the tcas heave writ ton sogether. Though future plans 
of many producers are never taken very servicus.:y, i+ is a good bet that the R& H 
item will be produced on scheduled, 


Plays 


The Family Man, Liem 0 Brien's new play which will star Burgess Meredith,will 
open at the Coronet Dec 30. Play will mark first production of new theatre combine 
of Robert Dowling, Roger Stevens and Robert Whitehead...Late Love moved to Booth 

eee George Acelred's new comedy, Phift,which was due Jan Ti, nas been postponedeee 
Sabrina Fair will not play Dec 21-25 to allow Margaret Sullavan to spend the Christ- 
mas nolidays with her femilyeedfademoiselle Columbe , Louis Kronenberger's adapt- 
ion of Jean Anouilh's French comedy, moved its opening date to Jan 7 at Longacre. 
Edna Best,Ladies of Corridor, was announced as lead,but denied it the next dayess 
T.S, Eliot's The Confidertiel Clerk will open Feb&at MoroscoeeeFirst meeting of 
Greater NY Chapter of ANTA due Nov 19 featuring reading of Measure for Measure with 


Peop le 


Mike Todd has announced that he has “retired” from the légit theatre field to 
devote all his time to his film process Todd -A0..sLeland Hayward has been named 


new president of League of NY Theatres...Burton Lane has withdrawn from By The 
Beautiful Sea, Arthur Schwartz has been signed to do the music, 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


"Varsity,USA", a new CBS radio progrem, will. gp the best parts of past and 
current musicals. Bennett Cerf will be the announcer...The Confidential Clerk is’ 
being considered for production by CBS TV Omnibus... .Bdith Adams , Wonderful Tows, 
appears on the néw Jack Paar Show Fridays at 10 M EST on CBS TV... George Jenkins, 
theatre designer,has been named head of CBS TV color design department, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Marion Brando will ster in Waterfront", the Budd Shulberg film which Elia 


Kazan will direct in NYC...Tea and Symany film rights sold to Warner's...Josh Logan, 
Leland Hayward and Ajfred Hitchcock at produce “The Rear Window" with J. Stewart, 


CRITICAL DIGSST 
505 Fifth Ave, NYC 


First Class Mail 


| 
; 


ak 
| 


